OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE: DELHI.
No.  2528      /PRO/PHQ, dated Delhi, the 03-12- -2011.
To



The Chief Editor,



Dainik Jagran,



B.S.J. Marg, New Delhi.

Subject :
Rejoinder of news items ‘suraksha ke naam par kar rahe tang’ published in Dainik Jagaran on 3rd December 2011.


This is with reference to a news article captioned ‘suraksha ke naam par kar rahe tang’ published in Dainik Jagaran on 3rd December 2011 wherein it has been alleged that there are several breaches in the security being provided by the Delhi Police for the South Asian Football Federation (SAFF) games, which were inaugurated yesterday, i.e. 2nd December 2011. It has also been alleged that games officials, spectators and the media personnel are being harassed in the name of security.

The fellow journalist has, probably, in a misplaced journalistic zeal, failed to appreciate or to properly assess the diplomatic sensitivities which are associated with the hosting of sporting events involving teams from our South Asian neighborhood in general and Pakistan and Bangladesh in particular. It was against this backdrop that the security arrangements for the Jawahar Lal Nehru stadium were planned and have gone into execution since the inaugural ceremony and the opening games held yesterday.

Several rounds of Advance Security Liaison meetings were held with the organizers and the stadium administrators wherein the security specifics were deliberated and finalized before being put into a detailed arrangement plan for the compliance of the Police personnel. It was abundantly clarified that all the entries for visiting teams and their management, accredited media personnel and SAI, SAFF officials shall be allowed only from Gate Number 5 of the stadium which also has an adjacent parking lot . For all spectators who have brought tickets for the event, entry has been allowed from Gate Numbers 8 & 14 as these are those gates from where access to the identified seating areas for such spectators is easiest and in consonance with security norms. As such, the allegation that media persons were directed to approach Gate Number 5 only reflects the reality of the arrangements.

It has also been reported that Door Frame Metal Detectors were not functional. It is to clarify that in spite of categorical requests being made to the organizers for provisioning of electricity points at various places where these DFMDs have been positioned, the same were not honored and ultimately, we had to rely upon the battery reserves of these DFMDs to keep them functional. This only added to the work load of the Police as timely replacement of exhausted batteries with charged ones had been done to ensure that every visitor is properly sanitized before gaining entry into the stadium building.

As to the specific allegation that a member of Asian Football Co-federation was disallowed entry from Gate Number 1, it is to restate that it is absolutely necessary for all officials and event managers to wear accreditation cards prominently at all times and the same had clearly been impressed upon all concerned during the run up to the games. Any rethinking upon this stand shall only compromise with the security which is not warranted in view of the importance of these games.

In view of the above, the article under reference may be suitably corrected and the facts be put in their correct perspective.
Yours faithfully,
(RAJAN BHAGAT)
PUBLIC RELATION OFFICER
DELHI POLICE
